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Goals for this webinar: 

• Share results of public opinion research collected 
this summer and fall on conservation practices, 
Farm Bill 

 
• Provide insight into the attitudes held by farmers in 

the Mississippi River watershed 



 
Common Ground: 
Research on the Values and Opinions  
of the Mississippi River Basin Farming 

Community 
 

By Betsy Riley, Master’s Candidate 
School of Natural Resources and the Environment, 
University of Michigan 



 

The Project 

• Inspiration 
• 1 Mississippi Project 
• Farmers as a target audience 

• Goals 
• Outreach to farming community 
• Increased engagement in conservation 
• Building trust between farmers and 

conservationists 
 
 



 
Methodology 

• Literature Reviews 

• Interviews 

• Outreach Analysis 

• Surveying 



 

Results: Different Values 

• Conservation interests: 
 Natural landscapes 
 Biodiversity 

 
• Farmer Interests: 
 Value of Hard Work 
 Economic Realities 
 Nature Not Always Friendly 



 

Results: Intersecting Goals 
 

• Sustainable land management 

• Environmental stewardship 

• Policies that support conservation practices 
 

 



 

Results: Issues with Trust 

• Different values = different motivations 

• Tense past relationship 
 



 

Recommendations: 
Reevaluating Relationships 

• Current relationship is strained 

• Determine how farmers fit into current 

objectives 

• Reframing goals to match common ones 

 



 

Recommendations: 
Reframing  
Conservation Goals 

• Focusing on issues 

• Less focus on conflicting values 

• Make building trust a mutual goal 
 

 



 

Recommendations: 
Reprioritizing Current 
Objectives 

• Finding conservation measures that work 

with farmers 

• Focusing on common causes 



Questions? 

Betsy Riley, Master’s Candidate 
School of Natural Resources and the 
Environment, University of Michigan 

 
Contact: bril@umich.edu 
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